
Day 28 – Sea Day 
3/29/2012  
 
We woke up this morning to 
discover that the suitcase-packing 
elves had not visited us during the 

night . It would be up to us, and 
there wouldn’t be much time for 
procrastination today. 
 
So far, we had all of the formal 
wear in the garment bag; and 
nearly all of the smart casual 
clothes and about 1/3 of the “play” 
clothes in our respective 
suitcases. Souvenirs and swag 
were mostly in Dale’s tote bag 
and my suitcase. We had to wait 
for the last of the laundry to be 
delivered, which it was soon, by  
our cabin stewards Bambang and Putu.  
 
These guys were amazing. They were responsible for 19 
cabins, including the penthouse – they told us it takes an hour 
to clean it every day. They also had 14 deluxe suites and the 4 
inside cabins on this deck.  
 
Our cabin stewards have always been attentive, thorough, 
responsive, respectful and professional. Bambang and Putu 
rose way above the best, exhibiting a sense of responsibility 
for their “charges”. For example, on turn-around day in San 
Diego, when housekeeping removed our refrigerator and fan, 
our cabin stewards were really upset. They would not have let 
them remove those items, had they known (having to do a 
“super-sanitizing“ that day distracted them).  
 
IMO, the Indonesian crew (and most of the Filipino crew)  
are the best things Holland America has going for it.  

 
Dale stopped by the gallery and picked up our 
photos. On the first day, we bought the 
complete package, which included all the 
photos the ship’s photographers took of us 
(that changed half-way through to limit us to 
only 1 of group photos, e.g., only one of the 2 
photos of all our dinner companions). It was 
$300 for the first leg, half price for the second. 
For $450 we got more than 70 professional 
photos (many with multiple prints, so well over 
100) including formal portraits, dining room 
photos, port photos, ship’s activities photos... 
These would have run $20-$40 each if bought 
separately, or easily more than $2000. So we 
got a good deal but, while we get to pick the 
best at our leisure, we have far more photos 
than we’ll ever use!  



  
 
 
 
 
The awards ceremony for the Statendam 
Olympics was next. This was a series of 
events: bocce ball, golf putting, ring toss, 
ping pong, basketball free throw and more. 
Dale won bocce ball but didn’t win any of 
the top 3 overall spots. Still, he got a 
participation certificate and Statendam pin, 
which made him happy!   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
We had a special invitation to 
tour the bridge at 1:30. None 
of the senior officers were 
there but it was interesting, 
none-the-less. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



More packing. We had made progress with the clothes but still had so much “stuff”. Valuables and necessities 
(passports, travel documents, electronics, Rx, etc.) went into the carryons. At this point, we made the last bag 
the “shove-it” suitcase – everything else went into that bag, liquids double wrapped in zip locs, snorkel 
equipment… just everything! We would finish around 11 pm and put the 4 checked bags in the hallway, locked 

and with the sorting tags they had given us. 
 
 
 
At 4, Dale tried one more time to win the $100,000 Bingo game 
with the same luck as last time. It was fun to dream again for a 
few minutes! 
 
 
 
 
And then one more 
dinner in the main dining 
room. No Master Chefs 
Dinner tonight, but they 
did have the baked 
Alaska parade and 
farewell song. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
No towel animal tonight – the crew is busy with massive amounts of 
luggage for 1200+ passengers and getting ready for 1200+ new ones 
tomorrow. 
 
 
 
 
Entertainment tonight  
Showroom at Sea: Sing That Song! – musical game show 

Ocean Bar: The Neptunes (HAL’s in-house band), cocktails and dancing 
Mix: Glen, guitarist; Lee Strubeck, Piano Man 
Explorer’s Lounge: Adagio Strings 
Crow’s Nest: Name That Tune, Rock It ‘Til We Dock It 
Movie: New Years Eve 

 
 



 


