
Day 27 – Sea Day 
3/28/2012  
 
With all port stops behind us we 
had to face the inevitable. 
 
The “P” word. 
 
Packing (  )… 
 
Actually, we had been putting 
souvenirs and “swag” (HAL things 
given to us or prizes won by us) in 
suitcases for the past couple 
days. Ditto with ¾ of our formal 
wear and ½ our smart casual 
dinner clothes as things came 
back from the laundry. Now, over 
the next 2 sea days, we would  
have to get the rest of our clothes  
and the rest of all that “stuff” into our suitcases. 
 
On the first day of each leg of this cruise, we bought the 
unlimited laundry package at a cost of $98 each, for a total of 
$196. And we made good use of it – sent out laundry 18 times 
(over 28 days) for a per bag cost of just under $11. 
 
IMO, being able to send the laundry out for someone else to do 
it is the BEST offering Holland America has come up with – who 
wants to do laundry while on vacation? Not me! And the laundry 
comes back with nearly everything ironed, on hangers or folded 
nicely in a tissue lined basket. 
 
Today, our 18th bag would be the last opportunity to get things 
laundered so we could pack clean clothes to take home – who 
wants to take home a bunch of clothes that need to be 
laundered? Not me!  
 
(BTW, because we were in code red for 26 days, the DIY-
launderettes were closed, A special per bag price was offered - 
$12. So we even beat that.)  
 
 

 



No point in eating breakfast as the Mariner’s Brunch was at 11:15. This was our second such event on this 
(Collector’s) cruise, only this time we went to the one for 3- and 4-star Mariners, having spent our way (in 
money and days sailed) past the 75-point threshold to become 3-star.  
 
The other difference this time was that there were salt and pepper shakers, along with bread and butter, on the 
tables. That meant that, after 26 days of code red because of a continuing trickle of new Norovirus cases, we 
were finally back to code yellow! For the last 12 days, we had heard Captain Albert (who came on board in San 
Diego and Captain Franz before him reminded us in his own way) tell us daily to wash our hands with warm 
water and soap for “20 seconds, that’s how long it takes to sing (and he sings) ‘Happy Birthday To You’, the 
whole song, not just the first line”. 
 
Today when Captain Albert got up to speak to us, he started with (singing) “Happy Birthday To You”, which got 
a big laugh. One of the interesting things he told us was that Holland America Line has the biggest repeat 
customer base of all cruise lines and that the Statendam has the highest number of all HAL ’s ships. 
 
Same menu as last time (see my blog entry for 3/13/12). This time Dale had the jumbo shrimp appetizer while I 
had the Caesar salad. We both had quiche and, like everyone, key lime pie and petit fours.   
 
 
 
 
 
 

In the afternoon, we went to Captain Albert’s 
presentation on Holland America line’s history. 
He is impressively knowledgeable and an 
excellent speaker. Highly recommend 
attending his presentation if you ever get the 
chance. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Afterwards, we spent another 
session on the heated loungers 
(truth be told, we were 
procrastinating) then went back to 
the cabin to face the suitcases. 
 
Dinner that night was formal, the 
farewell dinner. Bread and butter, 
salt and pepper, on the table. 
Same menu as the Farewell Dinner 
on the first leg (not that we get tired 
of the menus – there’s so much to 
choose from and everything we ate 
was so good!). Dale had the fruit 
appetizer, chilled pear soup, and 
surf and turf. I had the shrimp 
cocktail, tomato soup, and surf and 
turf (no turf and only one surf, 
please!). No notes on the desserts 
but we did eat dessert.  

 

http://bcdenterprises.net/PCcruise/PDFs/912SeaDay.pdf


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Tonight’s towel animal: 
 
A baby monkey for the mama monkey we got at the 
end of the first leg of the cruise (mama didn’t look 

pregnant…  ). 
 
Note the robe to the left – each passenger gets one 
of these (to use onboard, although you may 
purchase it and have it monogrammed for $49). Very 
comfy and cozy. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Entertainment tonight  
Showroom at Sea: Encore! Statendam orchestra,  

     the Adagio Strings and members of the company  
     of performers 
Ocean Bar: The Neptunes (HAL’s in-house band),    
     cocktails and dancing 
Mix: Glen, guitarist; Lee Strubeck, Piano Man 
Crow’s Nest: Name That Tune, King of Swing,  
     The Beat Goes On 
Movie: Mosquito Coast 
 
 
 
 



 


