
Day 22 – Puerto Quetzal, Guatemala 
3/23/2012  
 
Puerto Quetzal, completed in 1984, is Guatemala's largest Pacific Ocean 
port, important for both cargo traffic and tourism (cruise line passengers). 
Aside from the passenger terminal and a craft market, there is little of 
interest around the dock. The nearest town, San Jose, is about a mile 
away, and Antigua is approximately 90 minutes away by bus. Antigua, a 
designated UNESCO World Heritage site, provides the opportunity to 
connect to Guatemala's colonial history  
which started in the 16th century after 
the Spanish conquered it. 
 
Looking forward to learning more 
about Maya history and culture, and 
having an early tour, we had our usual 
room service breakfast, then met on 
the dock and were whisked onto our 
busses. Most passengers were doing 
the Antigua On Your Own tour, taking 
90-minute bus rides to Antigua where 
we would walk around the town, 
taking in the sites. The tour 
guides/narrators would tell us about 
Guatemala on the rides up and back. 
 
That was the plan. Ours didn’t tell us 
much; he was not knowledgeable or 
perhaps not willing to share info, and he 
was distracted by a passenger in the front 
seat who was determined to make him 
her own private tour guide. So I have less 
to write and few pictures (because the 
points of interest were not pointed out). 
 
Between the dock and the busses, the 
ship’s photographers were taking photos. 
Everyone who stopped for a photo got a 
little gift from a Guatemalan lady.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Volcano 
Volcán Fuego sends a greeting  

to us on our way to Antigua 

< Upon 
entering the 
Visitor’s 
Center in 
Antigua, we 
got little 
crocheted 
pouch-
necklaces with 
dolls in them. 



La Antigua Guatemala means “old Guatemala” – the city is 
filled with examples of colonial Spanish Architecture, 
cobblestone streets and colorful houses. Between the 
humidity and just not feeling well (lack of sleep because of 2 
early tours in 2 days), we did not make the best use of our 
time there. We did get around a little bit, visiting the Jade 
Museum, taking a few photos and buying a few very 
inexpensive souvenirs – the temptation to buy a lot was 
strong, but in the end, we considered what we would really 
want once we were home. 

 
^  Colorful houses, cobblestone streets.  

 
<  Jade Museum and store. 

 
V   Lots of beaded goodies and textiles. 

 

 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  ^  Dale and a Guatemalan in traditional dress. 
 
 

What we found irresistible > 

(Dale’s on top, mine on the bottom). 



We had dinner in the Pinnacle Grill for the fourth time tonight. I tried the Turkey and Chicken Skewer, which 
was accompanied by quite a show! 

 
 

See that big dome?  
The prepared skewer  

is in it! 
 
 Setting it flambé  
 

 
 Cookin’ it 
 
 
And it 
turned out 
quite tasty! 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We had no towel animal tonight. 
 
Entertainment tonight  
Showroom at Sea: Ballroom Rush, Quick Change Artists/Dancers 
Ocean Bar: The Neptunes (HAL’s in-house band), cocktails and dancing 
Mix:  Lee, Piano Man; Glen, Guitarist 
Explorer’s Lounge: Adagio Strings 
Crow’s Nest: Dabcing Through the Decades, Disco Night 
Movie: Anonymous 

 
 
 



 


