
Day 14 – Sea Day 
3/15/2012  
 
Our last day at sea for this leg 
of the cruise, the first half. We 
had  a leisurely breakfast in the 
Dining Room: freshly squeezed 
orange for both, eggs 
Florentine and raisin buns for 
Dale, fruit and a small Denver 
egg-whites omelet for me 
(although “small” is subjective 
– it looked like 3 egg whites to 
me!).  
 
At 10, Dale met up one last 
time to walk around the Lower 
Promenade deck with dinner 
companions Klaudia and her parents  
Beatta and Nigel, all from the UK.  
Dale and Klaudia have exchanged 
Email addresses for future contact.   
 
Dale attended a PC Security  
Workshop (he’s taken nearly all of  
the digital workshops), then had lunch 
in the Lido. 
 
At 1 pm, he donned his participant  
T-shirt and wrist band, and resumed 
walking, this time as part of Holland  
America’s On Deck For The Cure 5K  
walk in support of the Susan G.  
Komen foundation. About 60-70  
people participated by walking  
around the Lower Promenade deck 
12 times. It was cold and windy 

outside. 
 
We went to afternoon tea, then the 
$100,000 jackpot Bingo game. You 
win the jackpot if you cover all the 
numbers on your card… in 46 calls. 
After that, a blackout Bingo earns  
(this time) about $1400. Well,  
we didn’t win either amount ,  
although Dale had only one number  
left on 2 of his cards. The smaller pot  
was split by 4 people.  
 
Tonight was the Master Chef’s Dinner, a special event in the main Dining Room that some people find to be 
fun and some hate it or think it’s just silliness. As it’s being done-away-with, we were glad to have the 
opportunity to experience it ourselves. Now, having experienced it, I’m just a touch on the down side of it – not 
horribly offended, glad I saw it once, won’t feel bad if I don’t see it again.  
 

     Dale, Nigel and Beatta  
     out for their morning     
     constitutional. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Walking for the cure and enjoying 
a glass of pink lemonade after 



The dinner starts with no napkins at the table when you first sit down, but there is 
a roll shaped like a chef’s toque on everyone’s bread plate.  
 
The dining room stewards (waiters/servers), 
dressed in over-sized chef’s coats and un-
starched chef’s toques, parade into the dining 
room waving the napkins. This is called the 
“Dance of a Thousand Napkins”, a take-off on 
the “Dance of a Thousand Hands” from the 

Indonesian Crew show the other night. They then put the napkins in our laps 
– they do this every night, but tonight they waved it in front of each person a 
few times first.  
 
After serving up the Amuse Bouche 
and between successive courses, the 
servers danced, juggled fruits and 
vegetables, walked balancing jugs on 
their heads…. They seemed to enjoy 
the break from routine, probably 
enjoyed being able to be light-hearted.  

 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 

 
The unusual menu is posted at the end 
of this entry. Dale ate the Amuse (I 
didn’t), Lobster Bisque and Apricot 
Glazed Salmon. I had the Baked Brie 
and Duck Breast a L’Orange, which I 
normally like, but this looked more like 
sliced roast beef, pink in the middle. 
When I asked to have it cooked 
completely, the waiter said “But it’s 
duck.” I said, “But it’s raw.” Let’s just say  
we had a failure to communicate, so I ate  
the veggies. 
 
After dinner was the traditional Baked Alaska Parade, which was also done 
in a light-hearted way, followed by the dining room staff and crew singing 
the Indonesian Farewell song, which I liked better when it was sung in a 
solemn manner. 
 
Most people went back to their cabins to finish packing for tomorrow’s 
disembarkation. Because we we’re staying on for the return trip to Fort 
Lauderdale, we got to sit around and relax for awhile before heading back to 
our cabin to relax. 
 
 

Baked 
brie in 
phyllo 
dough 



Tonight’s towel animal: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Entertainment tonight  
Showroom at Sea: Sing That Song, musical game show by Statendam  
          entertainers 
Ocean Bar: The Neptunes (HAL’s in-house band), cocktails and 
dancing 
Mix: Will Wyatt, guitarist; Lee Strubeck, Piano Man 
Explorer’s Lounge: Adagio Strings 
Crow’s Nest: Name That Tune, Rock It ‘til We Dock It with DJ Mark 
Movie: My Week With Marilyn 

 



 


