
Day 8 – Puerto Caldera, Costa Rica 
3/9/2012  
 
Costa Rica was discovered by Christopher Columbus in 1502, when he 
landed near Puerto Limón on the Atlantic shore. Believing he had discovered 
a land of vast wealth, he named it "Costa Rica", which means "Rich Coast". 
 
Puerto Caldera, a small town of about 100,000 people, lies at the mouth of 
the Nicoya Gulf on the Pacific Ocean side of Costa Rica. It is an important 
Costa Rican port with worldwide trade relations but there is not much to see 
in Puerto Caldera or nearby Punta 
Arenas - you have to go inland.  
 
Nature in Costa Rica is so 
impressive that this port is included 
in the itinerary specifically for the 
tours. Its rain forest, which starts just 
inside the coastline and continues 
up into the mountain ranges, 
contains rivers, waterfalls, parks and 
wildlife preserves. 
 
We awoke at 6 am when our room 
service breakfast was supposed to 
be delivered - unfortunately, we 
forgot to specify the time we wanted 
it – they called just as we were 
leaving our cabin so we cancelled. 
  
The captain informed us that strong winds and 
tides, leading to high swells (8 feet), would likely 
make docking too dangerous. He sent an officer 
ashore in a pilot boat to assess the situation, 
which was as bad as feared. The extreme rising 
and falling of the ship in response to the swells 
combined with a stationary dock would cause 
the ship to tear away from the dock, causing 
damage to both. Furthermore, you can’t safely 
set up gang way under those conditions. 
Passenger safety is of utmost importance. 
 
Dale had planned an aerial tram and zip line tour, which would be too demanding for me, so I had planned the 
Tropical Train Ride & Exotic Mangrove Cruise. Many were sad that we missed Costa Rica, of all places, but we 
respect the captain’s judgment (you can do that on Holland America – you may remember a bad decision 
made by another captain on another ship on another cruise line a few weeks ago). It is a difficult decision and 
Holland America loses a lot of revenue from the shore excursions when a port is skipped. But, again, 
passenger safety is of utmost importance. All payments for booked excursions were refunded or credited on 
our onboard accounts, as were the port fees ($7.70). 
 
And so we had another sea day. For Dale, that meant going back to bed. I took advantage of the unexpected 
time to work on my blog – although, it doesn’t really feel like work, I’m enjoying it so much. But I would like to 
be caught up . 
 
We met at noon in the Main Dining Room for lunch. We each had fruit and breaded mozzarella (huge – equal 

to about 10 of those tiny ones you get in most restaurants – probably a week’s worth of cheese in one 



appetizer!). Dale also had 3 Cheese Tagliatelle and Pecan Pie for dessert. I had a Seafood Cobb Salad and A 
Bananas Foster Sundae. 
 
We proceeded with our lazy day, which included long naps and a stop at the spa to, yes, nap on the ceramic 
loungers. We then had dinner in the Main Dining Room. We both had a watermelon appetizer, followed by 
French Onion Soup and Brown Butter Gnocchi with Butternut Squash for Dale, and Manhattan Clam Chowder 
and Ginger Chicken for me. For dessert, we shared an Esterhazy (5 layers of hazelnut meringue, nougat 
cream and royal icing). Dale also had cinnamon ice cream and I had the Shokolade Taschchen (aka, chocolate 
purse – phyllo dough with chocolate filling). Oink oink    
 
We skipped the show in favor of more sleep. So it was pretty much a sleep and eat day… oh, the good life! 
 
Tonight’s towel animal: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Entertainment tonight  
Showroom at Sea: Street Singin’, Statendam Singers and Dancers 

Ocean Bar: The Neptunes (HAL’s in-house band), cocktails and dancing 
Mix: Will Wyatt, guitarist; Lee Strubeck, Piano Man 
Explorer’s Lounge: Adagio Strings 
Crow’s Nest: Doo Wop Hour, Classic Rock Hour, All Request Night 
Movie: The Artist 
 
 



 


